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News from all walks of life ...  

call to convert 
 

 

 

In this first newsletter you will find the experiences of 

different countries which, through their actions and 

discernments, are implementing the resolutions of 

our Burkina Faso meeting and sowing hope with 

patience and faith. 

 

Opening up and developing our movement is a great 

concern for us. We cannot keep our treasure to 

ourselves and currently we have several avenues to 

explore: Egypt, Jordan, Luxembourg, Malaysia. 

Let us remain attentive in general to those little 

offshoots calling to us .... do we know how to listen to 

them? 
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Francis invites to act and live in 

the light of the experience of 

the disciples of Emmaus 

 
In his audience of May 24, 2017 our Pope 

Francis invites us to take action and meet 

others fully in the light of the experience 

of the disciples of Emmaus. Let us open 

our hearts to these words and enhance 

our experiences as disciples. 

The Pope said that the "hope therapy" 

proposed by Christ, who joins the two 

disciples, "questions and listens," reveals 

the meaning of Scripture and manifests 

itself in the Eucharist: "First of all, he 

questions and listens. Even if he already 

knows the reason for their 

disappointment, he gives them time to 

probe deeply into their bitterness. It 

emerges from this refrain of human 

existence: "We had hoped!" But, 

discreetly, Jesus walks with all 

discouraged people, he succeeds in 

restoring hope. He speaks to them above 

all through the Scriptures. Then he 

repeats the gesture of the Eucharist." 

The Pope urged Christian communities to 

do the same: "Is not that the whole story 

of Jesus? the sign of what the Church 

must be. This encounter with Jesus tells 

us that the Christian community is not 

enclosed in a fortified citadel, but that it 

walks along the road, meets people with 

their hopes and disappointments. The 

Church listens to everyone’s stories, to 

offer them the Word of life, the 

testimony of the faithful love of God. 

Then people’s hearts can burn with 

hope.  

 

 

 

Africa after 

Ouagadougou 
 

 

As a community of church movements, 

MIAMSI is present in Africa, just like on 

other continents. The African movement 

brings together people, usually 

executives, who take on professional, 

economic, social and cultural 

responsibilities in the world and who 

intend to live evangelical values in 

various environments. Due to the special 

nature of the experience, the emphasis 

here is on building justice and peace, 

building a more fraternal world 

combating extremism, promoting 

ecumenical and interreligious and 

intercultural dialogue, the dignity of man 

and respecting the integrity of creation. 

The movement in Africa is mainly 

anchored in the western part of the 

continent. It is present in ten countries 

today: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 

Ivory Coast, Mali, Morocco, Niger, 

Senegal, Togo and the Democratic 

Republic of Congo. 

A milestone in MIAMSI’s life in Africa was 

the successful Fourteenth General 

Assembly held in Burkina Faso in 2016, 

which will undoubtedly leave a source of 

motivation for those countries and at the 

end of which a strong commitment was 

taken in favour of peace following Christ 

despite all kinds of fears and conflicts 

that are shaking the continent. 
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As actors in the Church and in 

society we are committed to 

peace with others despite fears 

and conflicts. 

 

 
 

 

Italy : For a quality life, dare 

to hope 
 

After an exchange of personal 

experiences that brought the family's 

central place to the forefront, we have 

focused on the fact that it is worth 

making some sacrifice to preserve and 

cultivate family harmony. 

We wondered if this is not related to our 

generation and whether this vision is 

fully shared by our children. 

Regarding work, we insisted on 

correction, professionalism and honesty. 

For political life we have noted great 

disinterest due to a kind of 

disenchantment and disillusionment 

especially among the youngest.   

For social life we stressed that each of us, 

because of commitments and diverse 

cultural openings, has a different 

approach to current issues and 

challenges and emergencies of our time. 

In our children, the greatest value is 

often given to family, children and 

privacy rather than to work, even if it 

pleases and prevails. We want time for 

ourselves and for our own quality of life. 

At the same time there is a whole range 

of people for whom work, career and 

money are decisive for a quality life. 

Reflecting on this, we note that it is 

difficult to talk about quality of life if we 

live with a constant sense of uncertainty 

in the future, with little confidence, 

always tired, if we do not cultivate 

personal morality. Reading the biblical 

and Church texts makes us reflect on 

how the quality of life is linked to a 

person’s uniqueness, to the recognition 

of the path that has been traced for 

Humankind and to feeling fulfilled in 

following it. 

Today, however, the individual is divided, 

fragmented in work, in social and 

political relations, in desires modeled by 

explicit and occult advertisements and 

especially in ethical values. This 

centerless man, pushed in opposite 

directions, induced to keep as references 

concepts of doubtful or zero moral value, 

lives a remotely guided life that contains 

no quality. 

We denounce a lack of "prophets" who 

would help us to make light in our time, 

to have a global vision of things. We live 

in a world of too much specialization, too 

much analysis, too much acceleration of 

news and never a serious confrontation 

that takes time and internalization. 

Avenues to explore ….. 
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Quality of life is obviously influenced by 

health and well-being, but these are not 

sufficient 

It is not enough just to accept oneself but 

also to learn to love oneself. 

- make one’s own abilities grow; the 

effort required will be proportional to 

the skills received and for which we have 

no merit. 

- referring to personal experiences of 

illness and unpredictable events, it was 

found that even the worst unforeseen 

events are associated with the 

opportunity for a change in life that can 

bear fruit. It is important not to be 

paralyzed by fear, to seek the 

opportunity with the confidence of one 

who recognizes God’s purpose in things 

occurring which guides us towards a 

continuous well-being. 

-  quality of life is also the renewal of 

things (in the family, at work, in everyday 

life) through a different view that comes 

to you from meeting others, from the 

voluntary attitude towards those in need. 

At first, family, friends may have an 

attitude of refusal caused by perceiving 

this as reduced time and energy for 

them, but then, if the relationship that is 

established is positive, provides an 

enthusiasm that is transmitted and 

renews relationships that do good for 

everyone. 

- the encounter with the other, through 

concrete actions of solidarity, may be 

thwarted by the fear that paralyzes and 

prevents relationships from developing, 

even if the latter is perceived as requiring 

it, with the consequent loss in one’s own 

life. 

 

Inde : Apostolate in the 

modern world (AIM) 
 

India represents the continent of Asia, In 

India the movement is called AIM 

(Apostolate in the modern world). It is a 

registered Society in the state of 

Tamilnadu. 

The movement is spread in the southern 

states of Tamil Nadu , Karnataka and the 

Union territory of Pondicherry 

(Puducherry) 

The AIM India has a strong presence of 

about 150  members spread across five 

Dioceses the Arch Diocese of  Madras 

Mylapore (Chennai) , Kottar, Pondicherry 

and Vellore diocese in Tamil Nadu State 

and Bangalore dioceses in Karnataka 

State. Our spiritual life has been guided 

by the National Chaplin. 

Evangelizing the evangelist is the main 

theme of the movement and the 

members try to live Christ in their life at 

home, working place and in the public. 

However, the different Diocesan groups 

undertake social work in terms of 

providing scholarships for education, 

empowerment of   youth in terms of 

language and communication skill, 

marriage counseling and financial 

support to the underprivileged. 

At the Diocese level members meet once 

in a month to share their life experience 

in the light of Gospel values, the 

nominated National executive committee 

meets once in 3 months at different 

Diocese to check on ground reality and to 

issue guidelines for members. Once in a 

year all AIM members   in the country 

meet at the Annual General Body 
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meeting (AGM) for overall review of their 

performance in different Diocese 

Once in four years AIM India sends an 

elected member on a rotation basis from 

different Diocese to represent the Asian 

relay at MIAMSI. 

The Asian relay for the current term is 

represented by Mr.Philip Rajan of the 

Madras Mylapore diocese Chennai Unit. 

  

 

Message from the 

Madagascar Bishops’ 

Conference. 

The Madagascar bishops rise 

against corruption. 

 

Antananarivo, 13
th

 May 2017. 

 

 

"Produce fruits worthy of repentance" (Luke 

3, 8) Message to the baptized and people of 

good will. 

 

This is a text that does not use political 

cant: that of the Madagascar bishops 

who, in a statement on May 13, call on 

the island’s political leaders to face up to 

the serious violence shaking the country, 

rape, looting, crime. More than that, the 

Malagasy bishops use an accusatory tone 

denouncing the corruption undermining 

society, the reign of money, the lack of 

respect for life. "The prevailing situation 

requires an awareness leading to true 

conversion so that there is real, in-depth 

change." 

 

Here are some excerpts but you can find 

this text in La Croix of 25/05/2017 or 

Madagascar-tribune.com on 19/09/2017. 

 

"... we find that the life of the nation in 

many areas is sinking ever more into 

enormous difficulties." 

"We confirm our statement made 

through the Permanent Bureau and the 

Union of Religious Orders concerning the 

atrocities that have occurred in different 

places such as Antsakabary, Antsirabe, 

Antsohihy ... We condemn them severely.  

 

"It is no longer enough to talk about it to 

awaken opinion, the prevailing situation 

requires an awareness leading to true 

conversion so that there is real, in-depth 

change. It is true to stress that the 

foundation of everything that is 

happening is that money with lies and 

fraud have become the only reference, if 

not the true god that is invading people’s 

lives and even the authorities in high 

places, with the unfortunate consequence 

of refusing to listen to wise men and 

honest people who are no longer 

respected or followed." 

Convert to be a model of 

patriotism, like Ramose Lucien 

Botovasoa 
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What do we need to do? (Luke 3,10) 

In his exhortation "The Joy of the 

Gospel", Pope Francis emphasizes : 

"When the inner life closes on its own 

interests, there is no room for others, the 

poor no longer enter, one no  longer 

listens to God’s voice, one no longer 

enjoys the sweet joy of his love, the 

enthusiasm to do good no longer makes 

one’s heart beat fast. Even believers run 

this certain, ongoing risk, Many of them 

succumb to it and become nasty, 

discontented, lifeless people. It is not the 

choice of a dignified and full life, it is not 

what God wants for us, it is not the life in 

the Spirit that springs from the heart of 

the risen Christ" (The Joy of the Gospel, 

No. 2. 

 

"We Church Authorities, let us not 

hesitate in challenging ourselves each 

day to fight the weaknesses that cause 

many people to stumble at the moment. 

As their guides, we must not succumb to 

them too and become occasions of 

scandal." 

 

To all of us 

"Many of us are truly committed to 

seeking the good of the Church and the 

nation: witnessing the truth by fighting 

evil, seeking and defending the common 

good. Unfortunately, we are still working 

in scattered formation, without any 

solidarity." 

With the strength of faith in Christ the 

conqueror of evil, we confess that the 

Spirit is still working and renewing us. 

 

 

 

JEC, MIDADE and MIAMSI 

gathering in Lebanon 

 
JEC, MIDADE and MIAMSI met in Beirut 

on May 20 to work together on the 

Emmaus topic of accompaniment from 

the Gospel. 

 

Participants discovered other move-

ments and the opportunity to share their 

experiences. 

 

Our discoveries: 

• Our movements build our 

personalities and reinforce our 

beliefs. 

• We receive a lot from our children, 

we are transformed by the young. 

• We have a common teaching 

method; 

• Important to have adult support  

• Importance of our common mission, 

young people energize adults ... it is 

true sharing. 

• Joy to accompany and be 

accompanied. 
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Several points emerged for the future : 

• Importance of a similar mission for 

children, youth and adults 

• Plans to organize other meetings (retreat 

training) by involving children who can 

have a taste of the MIDADE experience.

Questions:  

• Do we want to bring an experience to 

our children (MIDADE) to our young 

people (JEC)? 

• young MIDADE or JEC leaders do we 

want to be accompanied in a MIAMSI 

team? 

 

 

 

 

Listen  - compassion - have self-confidence: a beautiful conclusion 

 

    Do you know Marie Louise Monnet? 

(Cognac 25 September1902 – Tours 1 November 1988) 

 

At home, there were always receptions and meetings: her father liked to 

bring people home, especially foreign customers to talk about their 

countries and cultures. "... we were trained at our parents' table. We 

children were taken seriously from a very young age. Our parents helped 

us to be ourselves, we were trusted." 

It is amazing that parents let their children eat with the guests at that time. 

Like them, we are all invited to share our table with the little ones, 

welcome others, meet with different people and like Jesus, reveal LOVE. 

 

� Do I appreciate meeting others, people who are different, as Jesus did? 

�    Do I exercise leadership based on trust in others and encourage its 

development? 
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Meetings : 
 

MIAMSI took part in several meetings: 

• Meeting with the Strasbourg team at the Council of Europe, 3 - 4 January.  

• National ICA Council: 19 March in Strasbourg. 

• Meeting with the ICAC at Unesco: March 23 in Paris. 

• MIACS Meeting March 24 in Paris. 

• MIAMSI International Board: 27 March - 1 April in Rome 

• Metz diocese Spiritual retreat on April 2. 

• MIDADE International Board: April 19 in Paris 

• Catholic Action Forum: 27 - 29 April 2017 in Rome. 

• Meeting with Metz Robert Schuman Association on May 13th. 

• Mission to Lebanon: 17 - 30 May. 

• MIACS Meeting: 2 - 3 June in Paris. 

• European Board: 8 - 9 June in Rome. 

• Indian Ocean Islands meeting 6 - 9 September in Reunion. 

• African Board Meeting 27 September - 1 October in Niamey.   

• Meeting of Movements and Associations of the Faithful or Delegates to International 

Institutions at the French Bishops Conference in Paris on September 22 

 

Diary dates: 
Juiz de Fora : Brazil National Meeting, 23 - 27 October 

Annecy : ACI France: 1-2-3 November 2017: Living in the common house, all responsible 

Arequipa : Peru National Meeting, 1 - 5 November 

Rome: Catholic Inspired Organizations Forum 11-12 December 2017. 

Cochabamba : XV ELAM, July 2018  

 


