
MIAMSI is a grouping 

of movements having diverse 

realities and particular modali-

ties of response in face of this 

diversity but united by a 

unique form of spirituality and 

methodology. I more and more 

appreciate continuously our 

method of Look-Judge-Act, 

inviting us to observe the real-

ity surrounding us with a criti-

cal eye, then to imagine and 

try to concretise new paths 

leading us to modify this real-

ity in accordance with the 

building of the Kingdom. 

 

The same concerns our 

spirituality, rooted in our daily 

life. Our spirituality is in per-

manent dialogue with the 

world and no event whatsoever 

should remain indifferent to 

us. On the contrary, each event 

should be worthy of our atten-

tion. It is a spirituality trans-

forming us into actors of the 

changes proposed in the wake 

of the deep reflexion in our 

teams who compose a true 

community.  

The group keeps ac-

companying us on our way and 

help us re-position our orienta-

tion when we go astray from 

the road we are trying to fol-

low. 

 

M e t h o d o l o g y -

Spirituality-Team. These are 

the three essential factors we 

must keep considering in this 

endeavour that consists of the 

permanent education, to 

which, all of the members of 

our movements, are commit-

ted. In this way, we can pro-

gress efficiently in approach-

ing our primary goal that is the 

change of mentality, proper to 

our own society, to build a 

more just and fraternal world. 

 

Maria Teresa Caviglia 

President of MIAMSI  
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 Last February, both, Father Daniel 

Nourissat and myself went to West 

Africa on a missionary trip to visit 

our friends of MIAMSI. 

 

Our program included a meeting 

with the MCRC movement 

(movement of executives and re-

sponsible Christians) of Mali at 

Bamako, one with the Group 

Amitié and another with ACO 

(Amicale Coeur Ouvert) of Burkina 

Faso at Dioulasso. These two coun-

tries are full members of MIAMSI, 

Burkina Faso, formerly Haute 

Volta, since the end of the sixties 

and Mali since the XIIth General 

Assembly of Malta in 2008. 

 

The Malian Movement 

gathered at its President 

Emmanuel Sagara’s place 

on the 12th of February, 

and this was an opportu-

nity to establish good 

contacts with many mem-

bers of MCRC. On Sun-

day, after an encounter 

with the JIC of Magnam-

bougou, a parish team 

created in 2007 with the 

objective of providing 

formation and sense of 

responsibility to the 

youth entering into adult 

age, Father Daniel con-

ducted a sharing based on the So-

cial Doctrine of the Church (DSE). 

 

A short visit to the town of Bamako 

revealed to us the explosion of the 

urban development. Large avenues 

and numerous administrative build-

ings have been erected on the site 

of the old airport, G Hill were are 

located the hospital and Medical 

University, the State institutions 

and the residence of the President 

of the Republic, independent since 

fifty years, the wholesale market, 

the building of a third bridge on the 

river, all reflect the leap forward of 

the country. The challenge is big 

for our friends of MCRC to stay 

well rooted in this mobility. 

We met the Archbishop of Bamako, 

Mgr Zerbo, who showed us the pro-

ject plan of the new cathedral. 

 

We  worked with Jean de Dieu Dem-

bélé, also engaged as a responsible 

member of the Lay Apostolate for all 

Western Africa, about the project of 

the 3rd Citizen’s Forum, an encounter 

reserved to the young African execu-

tives. The theme of the assembly will 

be a prolongation of the 2nd Synod of 

African Bishops: peace, justice and 

reconciliation. This event will take 

place in the region by September 

2011. 

 

We travelled by local bus to Sikasso 

in South Mali, where we appreciated 

the quietness offered by the ecotourist 

space at Cinporogo, a local initiative 

in which Augustin Cissé, a member 

of the movement, is largely engaged. 

 

It is by local regional transport that 

we arrived at Bobo Diioulasso in 

Burkina Faso. We must thank Geor-

ges Ouedraogo who spent three days 

with us allowing us to absorb the lo-

cal atmosphere. 

 

We  worked around the same table 

with the “Groupe Amitié”, a move-

ment implicated with Catholic Action 

and often present during meetings of 

MIAMSI. We also met with a more 

recent movement “Amicale Coeur 

Ouvert”, also well engaged. 

Claude Yaba, from Ivory Coast, vis-

iting George, brushed for us a pic-

ture of the difficult present situation 

of his country and shared with us his 

efforts to install there an antenna of 

MIAMSI. 

 

Father Daniel has presided a reflec-

tion on the theme of Jesus, money 

and the DSE (Social Doctrine of the 

Church) of which a large number of 

local responsible persons took part. 

 

On our way to Niamey, we stopped 

at Ouagadougou, where we encour-

aged our friends of Burkina Faso to 

develop their presence there. In Nia-

mey, we were welcomed and hosted 

for three days by the Archbishop 

Mgr Michel Cartatéguy. The 

atmosphere in Niger was a 

hectic one as elections were 

imminent, initiated by the tran-

sitory military regime. 

 

The group of reflexion and 

action of the catholic execu-

tives, the GRAC, presided by 

Alfari Djibo, has initiated a 

campaign so that the period of 

the presidential elections 

would not be tinted by vio-

lence. He also published a 

manifesto about the responsi-

bilities of the elected candi-

dates. GRAC is close to the 

local Church, and is very implicated 

in the solid work that is being ac-

complished. 

 

In Niger, the Christian population is 

approximately 3%, but it is amazing 

to note how much it is present in the 

political spheres due to its recog-

nized wisdom and the pertinence of 

its message. 

 

Niger has been appointed as an ob-

servatory country for MIAMSI dur-

ing the last General Assembly of 

Malta. The GRAC, whose bureau we 

met, is working hard so that Niger 

passes from the status of observer to 

that of a member country. The candi-

dature will be proposed for the dele-

gates’ votes during the next General 

Assembly of 2012. 

 Meeting countries of Western Africa 
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selves, in the name of Jesus, the whole 

world”. 

 

To serve a God who loves life in the mid-

dle of a world in full mutation.  
 

This gathering in Poitiers will be the oppor-

tunity to testify that ACI remains faithful to 

its will to serve, in the midst of the confu-

sion of our world, and in the wake of Marie-

Louise Monnet and all those preceding us, a 

God loving life and willing our happiness. 

 

New questions arise, here and there, in the 

midst of the movement, needing us to find 

together new paths of evangelisation.  

 

Here are some among many others: 

 

Today, the attendance to the sacraments has 

The “Assises of Poitiers ”, 

11-12-13 November 2011      
 

On the occasion of the 70 years of ACI’s 

history, 800 persons are expected at the 

Palais du Congrès of the Futuroscope of 

Poitiers on the 11-12-13th of November 

2011. It will be an opportunity to reunite all 

those who feel responsible for the future of 

the movement, so as to find together new 

springs, in fidelity to our foundations. 

 

ACI and MIAMSI, created by the found-

ing energy of Marie-Louise Monnet. 

 

A look backwards on the history of the crea-

tion of ACI underlines for us how early the 

French movement has been preoccupied by 

the international dimension. 

 

All started when Marie-Louise Monnet had 

an inspiration during a manifestation of JOC 

(Christian Youth of the Working Class): 

“The immediate apostles of the workers 

should be workers. The apostles of the mer-

chants should be merchants”. 

 

In March 1964, the International Apostolate 

Movement of the Independent members of 

society, MIAMSI, is founded. Marie-Louise 

Monnet is elected president: “ MIAMSI is 

composed of the hearts of men and women 

opened to the universal dimension of the 

Church’s mission, able to welcome in them-

become very sparse. How to find a way, in 

this situation, to evangelise this majority 

who does not consider itself as atheist but 

who does not frequent the parishes? 

 

*   Should the transformation of the collec-

tive mentality be still today the driving force 

for the evangelisation of the Independent 

Milieu ?  

 

*   Should we still today evangelise for new 

visions of the world, new values, and new 

behaviours?  

 

*   Should we still evangelise networks of 

persons (“our relations”)? 

  

*   Should a more concrete approach to the 

type “ persons in situations of responsibil-

ity” not be more percussive? 

 

Many new paths will also be investigated 

during this birthday that will also be a fes-

tive one. Many testimonies and life stories 

that our members are sending on this occa-

sion will be shared, testifying how ACI has 

been a place from which new starts have 

occurred in their lives and how much happi-

ness has been derived from it. 

 

Nadia Essayan 

ACI France, National Delegate 

70TH Birthday of ACI - France: “ You who love life! ”  

While in Niamey, we visited Mari-

ama School, a large girl’s college 

and a mixed lyceum of over 1600 

pupils, and also CADEV (Caritas 

Development Niger), where several 

members of the movement occupy 

high responsibility positions. 

 

The road linking Niger and Benin 

not being very safe, we travelled by 

plane to Cotonou in Benin. Here too 

we arrived in full electoral cam-

paign for the presidency and the 

tension was palpable. 

 

Although they were fully engaged 

in their responsible citizen’s life of 

the moment, the executives of the 

local movement of MIAMSI, the 

MAP – HHUENUSU (Apostolate 

Movement of Professionals) man-

aged to free some time to talk to us 

about the topics dear to our heart. 

We give our hearty thanks to all and 

especially to its president Prosper 

Honagbode for his availability. 

 

“Elections without blood shed”, this 

is the slogan that the Church of Be-

nin was posting during this election 

time, a responsible theme backed up 

by our friends of Huenusu. Mgr 

Ganyé, recently appointed 

Archbishop of Cotonou, offered to 

us a very relaxed interview and as-

sured us of his support in view of 

MIAMSI’s presence in Benin. 

 

We took the opportunity of our pas-

sage in Benin to visit, at Porto 

Novo, the Songhaï complex, experi-

mental agro-biological development 

center whose methodology is based 

on the exploitation of Africa’s own 

resources. This center founded in 

1985 is constantly developing to the 

great benefit of African agriculture 

 

MAMP-HUENUSU actively work 

for the missionary extension of MI-

AMSI in Benin and will present, 

together with the GRAC, the candi-

dature of Benin as full member of 

MIAMSI. 

 

During all these different encounters 

we have also had the possibility of 

entertaining exchanges with the di-

verse movements about the realities 

of the African Relay of MIAMSI 

that will also be presented for votes 

to the delegates present at the Gen-

eral Assembly of 2012. 

 

This has been a wonderful experi-

ence, rich in encounters, in convivi-

ality and fraternity. 

 

Jean-Pierre Lahaut 

International Board member &  

treasurer of MIAMSI  



 With the Rinascita, on the path 

of evangelisation, concerned 

with giving and receiving. 

 

Introduction: I suggested 

coming to this meeting of Italian 

chaplains with the goal of shar-

ing what the international board 

chaplain’s mission may be. I 

also cherished the first meeting 

with the Rinascita board in 

Rome, during the first interna-

tional board session in February 

2009. There are acts of recipro-

cal listening to be rediscovered 

in order to safeguard the origi-

nality of a lay movement which 

is also a Church movement, and 

in particular an evangelising 

movement. We are all called on 

to give and receive. 

 

The title of my text takes that of 

the first part of the Rome meet-

ing on 3-4 February: paths of 

evangelisation, our viewpoint in 

the Rinascita. My interest in tak-

ing this title stems from the deep 

conviction that I had during 

those days of meeting: that the 

evangelisation received and 

given is truly the heart of our 

concerns in the MIAMSI move-

ments, that we have to safeguard 

both these dimensions. 

 

Evangelisation received 

through the Eucharist, sharing 

the word and faithfully attending 

the various team meetings: the 

chaplains’ ministry and priest-

hood, as well as the laity’s con-

victions and concrete commit-

ments, all those who spoke 

brought us back to this kernel of 

the Church’s life and mission. 

We have received the grace to 

take part in the Eucharist and let 

each body work, the grace to 

welcome the word proclaimed in 

faith and give it the opportunity 

to enlighten our research on 

education,- the grace to stay 

faithful to the lives and missions 

of the teams, in their various ex-

pressions. That is what makes 

the life, body and soul of the Ri-

nascita. History means that ag-

ing membership must not let us 

forget those who can’t leave 

their bedrooms. But this fact 

leads to an effort being made for 

the young to find their place in 

the movement’s life and mission 

too. 

 

Evangelisation given is 

not a common phrase, but I have 

kept it to report on all the per-

sonal and community disposi-

tions that can be heard in a 

group so that the word is pro-

claimed, and our nearest and 

dearest take an interest in it. The 

research on education was de-

veloped before a delegate from 

the Italian bishops’ conference.  

 

The various testimonies 

on education evoked the serious 

nature of this research which 

reported on dialogue with the 

young themselves, the difficulty 

some adults have in adapting to 

their world. The range of talks 

was wide enough to open up 

prospects for evangelisation:. – 

when education meets art, - 

when teachers take a position in 

the light of the Gospel in school 

work,- when the young associ-

ated with different situations 

make a contribution to parish 

life, - and especially when a nu-

cleus of young couples put 

themselves at the movement’s 

disposal to roam the roads of 

Italy in the Rinascita’s name.  

 

That explains a little bet-

ter my sub-title of evangelisa-

tion given and received, so that 

the yeast remains alive and ac-

tive in the family and the world. 

 

I think I have had the 

grace to rediscover the follow-

up to what I wrote in the circular 

sent to the chaplains when I at-

tended this meeting myself. Go-

ing to Rome and exchanging 

with other priests; understanding 

that in the current situation each 

movement takes up its own po-

sition with reference to the uni-

versal mission; hearing the usual 

difficulties in keeping the move-

ment alive in various places; 

witnessing people’s interest in 

the Scripture texts being read, 

and the word of God being 

heard so that the exchange 

among us can enlighten our dis-

cernment from day to day. All 

of that expresses the priests’ 

ministry and the laity’s commit-

ment;- and we have to work on 

all that so the movement is a 

Church movement, serving 

evangelisation, while respecting 

the lay vocation in all parts of 

the Church throughout the 

world, able to bear witness to 

the hope it carries within it. 

 

Evangelisation received 

and evangelisation given may 

commit us a little further on the 

paths of faith, hope and charity.- 

For this Rome meeting I must 

thank specially the Rinascita of-

ficials, in particular the national 

chaplain and the  MIAMSI 

board delegate. 

 

Fr. Jean-Pierre Ranga 

International Chaplain 

Italian chaplains’ meeting 
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the fact that one cannot say or think 

that the Council has only insisted 

about the participation of the lay or 

the groups as a tactic for a better ac-

tion in the Church. We have to com-

prehend what is the core of the 

changes brought by the Council? It is 

a new relation of the Church with the 

world, question which was already 

slowly surfacing in some groups be-

fore and which emerged during Vati-

can II. It is a relation that aims spe-

cially to evangelise, and thus realise 

the true mission of the Church. 

 

I would like to mention something 

very interesting: In the act of evangel-

ising, the couple “Church-World” 

could appear as a simplification that 

would lead us astray from the spirit of 

dialogue necessary for the evangelisa-

tion mission. Evangelisation is not a 

movement of going to and returning 

from between the Church and the 

world, but a circular relation between 

the Church, the world and the King-

dom, the last one encompassing the 

two others.  

 

The missionary relation is a dynami-

cal relation between the three: The 

Teaching, the one that performs it, 

and the one receiving it. The person 

who does the Teaching has received it 

from others before and continues re-

ceiving it also when he tells it, be-

cause what is announced from the 

inside creates a new relation born dur-

ing evangelisation. The Lord, his 

Spirit, is already present and the an-

nouncer must interiorise this presence, 

already in action before any act of the 

Church. 

 

Everything in Church (specially its 

pastoral organisation) must of course 

be projected in this circular movement 

Church-World-Kingdom. It is for this 

reason that the Council defines the 

Church as a “sign of salvation”, in the 

middle of the world that is inhabited 

I am proposing to you a very simple 

experimentation: a small enquiry 

among members of the parish where 

we take part in the eucharistic celebra-

tion every Sunday:  

 

What are the most important 

changes that have happened in the 

Church since the Council Vatican II 

and what are the most significant 

changes in our daily life?  

 

The answers will most certainly differ 

according to the age of the persons 

interrogated: the youngest, born after 

Vatican II, might not understand our 

questions, but I am certain that a ma-

jority of those who remember Vatican 

II will refer to the liturgy, the celebra-

tions that have changed from Latin to 

each country’s language, the garments 

of the priests that have changed and 

some similar things. But if we asked 

the same questions to the members of 

our movements, specially the more 

ancient ones, the answers should be 

very different. Maybe they will men-

tion the important part the laity are 

taking in the Church’s life and some 

may express some nostalgia because 

the changes they thought were ac-

quired, seem in some situations, to be 

turning backwards. 

 

These two visions of the Council are 

quite interesting and deserve some 

analysis. The first vision, the one of 

those who have no experience of the 

structure for the apostolate, is the ob-

servation of what is most visible to 

them, that is the changes in the lit-

urgy. They will even mention the fact 

that, today, every one can understand 

what is being celebrated in liturgy. 

The vision of the Catholics with a 

larger experience of shared life and 

faith, goes deeper and deserve to be 

seriously considered. But, of both, we 

will not say that they are the only re-

sults of the more radical changes that 

the Council has generated. I refer to 

by the Kingdom. 

For this reason, the core of the 

Church’s mission is not itself, but the 

Kingdom, the word of God, the good 

news of the event of Jesus-Christ: his 

life, his death, his resurrection, his 

ascent to heaven and the gift of the 

Holy Spirit. Revisions of life, enquir-

ies, and reflexions are the privileged 

instruments of discernment to under-

stand the signs of the Kingdom in our 

time (“the signs of time”) 

 

In the wake of what has just been 

said, it is possible to reconsider the 

vocation of the Church, the manner of 

celebrating its mysteries, the partici-

pation of all the members of the na-

tion of God in its life and all the other 

changes as a result of the teachings of 

the Council. 

 

If we want to cooperate with the es-

sential teachings of the Council, and 

particularly with the meanings of our 

movement, if we look at the actual 

situation of the lay and their apostoli-

cal duty, we must not think in terms 

of recycling the old propositions “still 

valid”, but place them in the center of 

the Kingdom present in the world, 

within our daily relations, within each 

effort of humanisation and liberation 

of those who are excluded from the 

feast of life. 

 

It is a fascinating effort even for the 

youth. In Uruguay, in the small 

groups who practise the revisions of 

life in the aim of discerning life and 

engagements in the field of work, or 

in the context of studies, of family, of 

friends, or the personal background 

continue to be fascinating. We must 

however be careful: the center of all 

this is the teaching of Jesus-Christ: 

“Search for the Kingdom and you will 

be given much more in addition.” (Mt 

6,33) 

Fr. Richard Arce 

National Chaplain of RC - Uruguay 


