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CICIAMS activities 
September 2016 – September 2017 

 
International Activities 
In addition to Mrs. Annemarie Vlae- 
mynck, representing CICIAMS on the 
Board of Crescendo and reporting to 
CICIAMS Executive Board, CICIAMS 
collaborates with the World Health 
Organization and has Non-Govern- 
mental Organization status with the 
UN DPI. 
 
CICIAMS has consultative relation- 
ships with the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO) since 1954. An member 
elected by the CICIAMS General 
Council attends the WHO Executive 
Board Meeting and the World Health 
Assembly each year in Geneva. In the 
past year CICIAMS received approval 
from the WHO for a project Faith 
Based Interventions: HIV/AIDS and 
Unsafe Abortion, an initiative of the 
Catholic Nurses Guild of Zambia. This 
project met the criteria for a plan of 
collaboration CICIAMS/WHO. This 
brings to four the number of projects 
CICIAMS have with the WHO. The 
other three are: 
 
1. The Swaziland Catholic Nurses 

Guild manages St Theresa’s Clinic 
which provides many services to 
the Manzini community in Swazi- 
land including mother and child 
services, dental services, eye 
care, tuberculosis screening and 
treatment, anti-retroviral treat- 
ment and counselling, curative 
services for both adults and chil 
dren. These services are recurring 
and ongoing.  

2. The Catholic Nurses Guild of 
Zambia plan to provide basic 
Health care to people in the 
Chazanga compound in Lusaka by 

 EDITORIAL POST 

 

The Goal of the Crescendo World Network 
 
In our last issue (June 2017), an IAC (International Association 
of Charities) official, a member organization of the Crescendo 
World Network, described how local IAC groups work with 
the elderly around the world. 
 
In this October issue, the International President of CICIAMS 
(Catholic International Committee of Nurses and Medical-
Social Assistants), Mrs. Géraldine McSweeney, presents the 
work done during the  whole year by members of the 
organization not only for people of all ages but also within 
the context of international bodies. 
 
Each of the organizations that make up Crescendo World 
Network works, where it is located, for the well-being of the 
people with whom it is linked. The Network is also concerned 
at the international level with defending and even promoting 
the human rights of the elderly.It is thus active in the NGO 
Working Group on the Aging in Geneva within the framework 
of the Human Rights Council. 
 
Crescendo's main concern is to privilege a humanistic 
approach by valuing the development of the aging person, 
respect for his dignity and spiritual wealth. To do this, let us 
share our ways of working, network, support each other, 
exchange ideas on our projects, our progress and 
achievements to advance the well-being of the elderly. 
 
“In the end, it is not only about doing something for the 
elderly, but also about welcoming these people as 
responsible partners, taking into account their means, as 
actors of common projects, at the level of reflection, dialogue 
and action. As it is written in Scripture, people "in old age still 
bear fruit" (Ps 92:15). The elderly are an important school of 
life, capable of transmitting values and traditions and 
fostering the growth of the younger people.” (Compendium 
of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 222). 
 

Dominique Lemau de Talancé 
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providing a Health Care Facility managed to the standard 
defined by Ministry of Health and General Nursing Council of 
Zambia. The overall aim of this project is to improve the 
living standards of the 90,000 population by providing basic 
health care services, particularly maternal and child care to 
this vulnerable group of people. Chazanga has about 8,000 
households of which 50% of the population are women. 20% 
are children with a large percentage living in poverty and are 
orphans and very vulnerable. These people cannot afford to 
pay for health care services hence the need to provide free 
or affordable health care for them and so raise them out of 
hopelessness, to create an environment conducive towards 
productive and progressive future lives. 

3. A project initiated by the Catholic Nurses Association of 
Kenya The Faithful House Programme was also approved by 
the WHO. This project makes use of cultural change to 
promote healthy lifestyles and to control the spread of 
HIV/AIDS. 

 
United Nations Department of Public Information (UN DPI) 
CICIAMS has Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO) status with 
the UN. CICIAMS is represented a member elected by its General 
Council and by three members nominated by its Executive Board 
at regular meetings of the UN DPI in New York. They work as a 
team and are guided by and report to CICIAMS Executive Board. 
They organise among themselves to alternately attend regular 
meetings of the UN DPI in New York. Their current brief involves 
commitment to bringing acceptable solutions on behalf of Ca- 
tholic Nurses and health care workers to the discussions on the 
UN’s 2015 Sustainable Development Goals.  At the 50th Session 
of the Commission on Population and Development, New York, 
in April 2017 a CICIAMS member was given the opportunity to 
make an oral presentation. It was delivered by Dr Marian Nowak 
on Changing Population Age structures and Sustainable 
Development that was addressed under three subthemes of 
fertility, aging population and replacement migration. 
This outline of international activities demonstrates the 
important role CICIAMS plays at international level in 
representing nurses and medico-social assistants and in 
advocating and obtaining support for the sick, marginalized and 
needy in society of all ages. It also makes obvious the essential 
role it occupies by its attendance at Crescendo, the WHO and 
UN and speaking out on issues of great concern to CICIAMS and 
those at variance with the Church’s position and beliefs.  
 
Representations by CICIAMS International President  
CICIAMS International President was gratified to accept the invi- 
tation of the Pontifical Council for Health Care last November to 
attend the XXV World Day of the Sick Colloquium with the the 

me The Magnificat – Canticle of Hope 
in Lourdes from 10 – 13 February 
2017. It was an honour for her to deli- 
ver a short paper which gave the 
opportunity to outline the work of 
CICIAMS and to highlight the ethical 
concerns of its members in today’s 
world. 
 
The International President was plea- 
sed to attend International Conferen- 
ce Perspectives on Promoting Integral 
Human Development 50 years from 
the Encyclical Letter Populorum Pro- 
gressio of Blessed Paul VI on the invi- 
tation of the Dicastery for the Promo- 
tion of Integral Human Development. 
The Conference gave insight to the 
foundation of the Dicastery which not 
includes the healthcare remit. 
 
Preparations for CICIAMS XX World 
Congress 
The Catholic Nurses Guild of Malaysia 
are hosting CICIAMS XX World Con- 
gress and biennial General Council in 
Kuching, Sarawak, from 4 – 7  Sep- 
tember 2018 and are busy prepar ing 
the programme in collaboration with 
CICIAMS Professional Committee. The 
theme of the Congress is Education 
for Sustainable Health: Engaging 
Development, Respecting Life. The 
World Congresses held every four 
years provide a great opportunity for 
CICIAMS members to share professio- 
nal information and to network with 
each other. 
 
Regional News 
CICIAMS Regional Presidents 
reported the activities of the various 
activities occurring in their areas both 
at regional and national levels.  
 
Conclusion 
In common with many Catholic 
Associations CICIAMS is experiencing 
a fall in membership especially in  
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Europe. Prayers are requested to enable it to continue its work 
and be the voice of and support to Catholic nurses and medico-
social assistants at national, regional and international levels. On 
a more positive note interest has been demonstrated by a 
Catholic nurses group in Haiti and Catholic nurses in Canada in 
joining CICIAMS. God is good. 
 
 

∎ INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS 
United Nations, New York - Open-ended Working Group on 
Ageing, 8th working session, 5-7/07/2017 
[A/AC.278/2017/2] - The Open-ended Working Group on Ageing, 
established by the General Assembly in its resolution 65/182 for 
the purpose of strengthening the protection of the human rights 
of older persons, held its eighth working session in New York 
from 5 to 7 July 2017. The Working Group held five meetings. 
The participants discussed the following issues: 

 First participation of individual National Human Rights 
Institutions (NHRI).  

               33 INGOs were represented. 

 The programme of the session focused on the decision 
of the 7th session to work on the progress report related 
to the “measures to enhance the participation of older 
persons to social development (A/AC.278/2016/2). 

 The two items chosen for the 8th session, namely 
« Equality and non –discrimination » on one hand and 
« Violence, neglect and abuse» on the other, have been 
discussed in depth with the experts attending the 
session and the delegates. 

 The two item to be discussed at the 9th session shall 
deal with “Autonomy and dependency” for one and 
“Long term treatments and palliative care” for the other. 
Most of the delegations have insisted on the fact that 
these studies should keep a human rights approach.  

 Unanimity has still not been reached on the opportunity 
of  working on a new binding legal instrument on the 
rights of elderly persons. [See on the website the report 
of the President of the 8th session on page 10]. 

 
Intervention of Archbishop Auza, Permanent Observer of the 
Mission of the Holy See to the United Nation in New York – The 
Apostolic Nuncio noted that the elderly are “disproportionately 
susceptible to all social poverties and deplored the fact that 
policies, practices and prejudices can marginalize elderly 
persons”. Yet, “it is when they are in their greatest moment of 
need, that we must prove that our love and respect of the 
elderly and the impaired go beyond material, political and 
economic considerations...” 
 

United Nations Economic Commis- 
sion for Europe. 4th UNECE 
Ministerial Conference on Ageing, 
Lisbon, 21 and 22 September 2017 
In the frame of the follow-up of the 
Madrid International Plan of Action 
on Ageing (MIPAA), approved in 2002 
by the United Nations, the 4th UNECE 
Ministerial Conference on Ageing 
took place in Lisbon on 21st and 22nd 
September 2017. Entitled « A Sustai- 
nable Society for All Ages: Realizing 
the potential of living longer”, the 
Ministerial Conference on Ageing 
completed the third review and 
appraisal cycle (2012-2017) of the 
implementation of MIPAA in Europe 
and its Regional Implementation 
Strategy (MIPAA/RIS). Focusing on 
‘Realizing the potential of living longer’ 
the Conference panels addressed this 
theme through the lens of: 
1)    Recognizing the potential of older 
persons 
2)    Encouraging longer working life 
and ability to work 
3)    Ensuring ageing with dignity 
The Ministerial Conference on Ageing 
organized by UNECE in cooperation 
with the Government of Portugal, 
under the coordination of the Ministry 
of Labour, Solidarity, and Social 
Security issued a Ministerial 
Declaration at the end of the meeting..  
A civil society Forum and a research 
Forum preceded the Ministerial 
Conference on 20 September 2017. A 
final Declaration was issued at the end 
of the Forum. 
 
Human Rights Council – 36th session 
The Independent Expert on the 
enjoyment of all human rights by older 
persons presented her annual report to 
the Council on the theme “The robotics 
and artificial intelligence”, impact on 
the elderly and their families. She 
explained that concerning the dangers 
of robotics for independence, it was 
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essential to determine what form of technology would have to be 
used to process relevant data. There should be relevant safeguards 
in place to protect the rights of older persons. Addressing the 
concern regarding the relationship between robotics and the 
family, the role of robots was to support the family.  The Madrid 
Plan on Ageing had not been sufficiently fulfilled. It was obvious 
that there was a need for a binding instrument that would protect 
the rights of older persons and ensure that States could fully meet 
their needs. No decision could be taken without the actual 
participation of older persons. One of the main concerns was how 
to bridge the gap between developed and developing countries so 
that everyone could age with dignity. That challenge had to be 
tackled at the international level. 
 
Rosa Kornfeld Matte also presented reports on her visits to 
Singapore and Namibia. A side event was organised by the NGO 
Working Group on Ageing (Geneva) to discuss the different issues 
raised in the report of the Independent Expert. 
 
1st October 2017 – International Day of Older Persons 
“Stepping into the Future: Tapping the Talents, Contributions 
and Participation of Older Persons in Society.” -                                                                                                                                                     
The theme of the 2017 International Day of Older Persons is 
about enabling and expanding the contributions of older people 
in their families, communities and societies at large. It focuses 
on the pathways that support full and effective participation in 
old age, in accordance with old persons’ basic rights, needs and 
preferences.                        
This year’s theme underscores the link between tapping the 
talents and contributions of older persons and achieving the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda and the Madrid Interna- 
tional Plan of Action on Ageing, which is currently undergoing its 
third review and appraisal process. 
In Geneva the celebration took place at the WHO where heads 

of delegations had been invited to underscore their commitment 

to achieving the implementation of the SDG for the ageing 

population in their countries by 20130. 

 

∎ NEWS OF THE CHURCH 
The Pope recalls the important role played by grand-parents. 
“How important are grand-parents in family life, to transmit the 
heritage of humanity and faith that is essential to any society”! 
Pope Francis reminds the whole world of the central role of the 
elderly, guardians and ramparts of our society as fluid as uncer -
tain. For Pope Francis, the “abuelos” as he calls them in his 
native tongue, are a constant thought. 
 

Meeting 7000 members of an Italian 
organization in Room Pope Paul VI on 
October 15, 2015, in the framework 
of Grandparents’ Day, the Pope recal- 
led that “the Church looks upon the 
elderly with affection, recognition 
and high esteem. You are an impor- 
tant presence because your previous 
experience is a precious treasure, 
essential to look forward to the 
future with hope and responsibility. 
Your maturity and wisdom, garnered 
throughout the years, can help the 
younger people. Elders, indeed, 
witness that even through the most 
difficult ordeals, one must never lose 
faith in God and a better future. They 
are like trees that continue to produ- 
ce fruit: despite the weight of years, 
they can provide their original 
contribution towards a society rich in 
its values and to affirm the culture of 
life”. (Urbi et Orbi – La Croix) 
 

The Pope nominated Father Bruno-
Marie Duffé, aged 65 years, of the 
Diocese of Lyon, Secretary of the 
Dicastery for the integral develop- 
ment of Man, who, under the autho- 
rity of Cardinal Turckson, oversees 
the skills of the Pastoral of Migrants, 
the Pastoral Care of Health, Justice 
and Peace(Urbi et Orbi – La Croix) 

 
Father  Bruno-Marie Duffé (CCFD-Terre Solidaire)  

 

∎NEWS OF MEMBERS   

AIC : – In June, all the Vincentian Fa- 
mily met at the European Parliament 
to present its project “Alliance with 
homeless persons”. On the program- 
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me, a forty photograph exhibition of Vincentian projects from 
round the world transforming life of people,  the screening of a 
video presenting the Vincentian Family, and speeches of several 
persons directly involved in the support of homeless persons. 
 
August 20-23 2017 –  Three days in Châtillon to celebrate our 
400th anniversary by deepening our Vincentian charism ! 
Celebration on August 23rd of the 400th Anniversary of the 
founding of the first Confraternity of Charity by the entire AIC 
Network of 150.000 volunteers throughout the world. In order to 
commemorate this very special day when Saint Vincent de Paul 
officially founded the first confraternity of Charity and gave out 
the first rules to the new group of “Ladies of Charity” in Châtillon 
les Dombes, in France, AIC invited all its volunteers including all 
members of the Vincentian Family to be united through the 
recitation of AIC’s jubilee year prayer at 10.00 AM in teams or 
individually. 
The International Confederation of the Society of Saint Vincent 
de Paul together with the Company of the Daughters of Charity 
of Saint Vincent de Paul organised an exhibition in Geneva of 
photos from 18 to 23 September during the 36th session of the 
Human Rights Council on the following subject : ”The Vincentian 
Family serving the poor around the world for 400 years”. A re- 
ception had been organised to mark that event at the Palais des 
Nations in Geneva in presence of the nuncio, Mgr Jurkovic, 
members of the Vincentian Family, the local Catholic Church, 
representatives of the Catholic Forum of international NGOs and 
CCIG. 
 
Little Sisters of the Poor: In line with the very interesting report 
of the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of all human rights 
by elderly persons, we try to do our best to respond, on an 
individual basis, to the expectations of the elderly in particular, 
by setting a high value on their professional experience  in order 
to avoid as much as possible an acceleration of aging often 
blamed at the entrance in old persons home. 
For example : a 92 years old lady who had once been a voice 
instructor, saw a new spark of  life when she saw music sheets : 
she could be offered some small tasks in the same field such as 
filing song sheets where possible, etc. 
When an old resistant priest is unable to celebrate mass, we can 
help him by our respectful attitude to keep him aware of his 
priesthood (a special place in the chapel, helping him put his 
stole, bring him Holy communion first) 
 
SIGNIS : Helen Osman, American expert in communications, has 
been elected the new president of SIGNIS. Ms Osman is a 
journalist, writer, and known world-wide as a professional in 
communications.  She has been in charge of the Unites States’ 

Catholic Bishops Conference. Helen 

Oswan shall put an emphasis on 

strengthening the association so that 

the members may communicate their 

ideas and inspirations more efficiently 

thus putting into practice SIGNIS’ 

mission to “transform our cultures in 

the light of the Gospel”. 

 
 

∎CRESCENDO : WEBSITE 

www.reseau-crescendo.org 
Visit it regularly! 
 

∎ AGENDA 
11-12 December 2017 : Forum  
of the Catholic INGOs in Rome 
 
 
21-26 August 2018 : IXth World  
Meeting of Family in Dublin 
(Ireland) on the theme : 
“The Gospel of the family, Joy 
For the World”. 
 


